CHAPTER VII
THE SCOTTISH NOVELS
Hit SCOTT had found his vocation. Roused by the general enthusiasm
Sc&tttsb tjiat greetec{ ffaverley, he wrote his next novel, Guy Mannering
(1815), in six weeks, an unexampled speed which simply showed
how packed was his imagination with reminiscences of character
and incident bursting for release.1 By 1819, the year of The
Bride of Lammermoory he had written nine of his Scottish novels,
only two of less than full length, reaping the harvest of all that
had grown and ripened from personal experience and vigilant
conversatiqn and inquiry from his earliest years. He was to break
new ground with Ivanhoe (1819), quitting his native soil and the
last hundred and fifty years for England and the Middle Ages;
and the learning of a mighty reader with the training of an
antiquary served him brilliantly, Quentin Durward (1823)
extended his conquests to France, Burgundy, and Flanders. Then,
after an aftermath of Scottish fiction in Redgauntlet and St
Ronan's Well (1824), came the anxieties and depression of the
financial failure, which bowed and crippled but did not break
him, Woodstock was manfully finished in the stress of these
calamities, after which the novels and tales of his declension
sometimes approached but never quite recaptured the qualities
of his prime. Twenty-three novels, besides stories of medium
length, such as A Legend of Montrose and Castle Dangerous, and
the short tales in Chronicles of the Canongate> were the output
of fifteen years (1814-1829), apart from a mass of historical,
biographical, editorial, and other work such as would have kept
most men's hands abundantly full
1 The speed was so astounding that it has been suggested Scott had older
material to work upon, as in fFaverJey, A letter of Una Pope-Hennessey to the
Tims Literary Supplement (28th April 1932) submits that Guy Mannering> Tke
Antiquary, Rtdgaitntbt, and St Ronan's Well% if not other of the Scottish novels,
were based upon such etrlier drafts. But Balzac bragged that he almost doubled
Scdtt's rate of output.
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